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Archibald Barrow was born in Ingersoll on 10 October 1899.  

 to Charles Barrow & Mary Saunders Barrow.  

His parents emigrated from England in the 1870s and settled

at 201 King Street West, where Charles took up the tailoring

trade.  The  couple eventually had a family of six children.

Archie attended the Central School and after which he began

work as a labourer.   In January of 1916, he made the brave

decision to join the war effort by enlisting at the Ingersoll

recruiting office.  Archie seems to have lied about his age to

meet the minimum enlistment requirment of 18 years.  He

gives his birth date as 1898 on his Attestation Papers, making

his age in compliance.  



On 30 October 1916, Private Archibald Barrow sailed with his

unit from Halifax, NS aboard the HMS Lapland, reaching

Liverpool, England on 11 November.

On enlistment, he

joined the 168th

Battalion, Oxford

Rifles.  Archie was

sent for training at

Camp Francis in

London, along with

713 other Battalion

members.

Shortly after arrival, the Battalion was transferred &

absorbed into the 39th Reserve and in February 1917 they

were sent to the field. That field was Vimy Ridge. 



"From January 1st, 1917, these men of Oxford reinforced
many of the service battalions in France, taking part in all the
subsequent operations in which the Canadian corps
participated. At Vimy Ridge, at Hill 70, at Passchendaele, at
Amiens, at the Second Battle of Arras, at Cambrai,
Valenciennes and, finally, at Mons, they fought and fell; and
wherever they went it was said of them that their efficiency as
fighting men was second to none and that their record was
one of which they might justly be proud."

168th Battalion C.E.F. "Oxford's own" souvenir booklet.

Private Archibald Barrow was killed in action during the

attack on Vimy Ridge on 9 April 1917, he was the first of man

of 168th Oxford's Own to make the supreme sacrifice.  

https://olco.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_US/oxford/search/detailnonmodal.detail.mainpanel.fielddisplay.linktonewsearch?qu=168th+Battalion+C.E.F.+%22Oxford%27s+own%22+souvenir+booklet.&te=ILS


He is buried in a mass grave in what is known as the Zivy

Crater Cemetery at Thelus, France.   His name appears on

a War Memorial in Ingersoll.  A framed scroll in the foyer

of Royal Canadian Legion in Ingersoll includes his name

as well. 

Ingersoll Chronicle & Canadian Dairyman
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